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Statement of Purpose and Intent:

The King George County Public Schools Student Code of Conduct defines standards of behavior expected of students to assure that all students have fair access to education in an atmosphere free of disruption and threat to persons property and supportive of individual rights This Code of conduct informs all students, parents, and the larger community of the consequences for violations of these standards. The Virginia Board of Education is required by law to establish guidelines and develop model policies for Student Codes of Conduct. The King George County Code of Conduct is based on that model, supported by the Code of Virginia. This document is reviewed annually. Please contact Mrs. Gayle Hock at    540-775-5833 ext 8614 if you wish to join the workgroup for that review or if you have comments or suggestions about the Code of Conduct. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS


School Authority


Parental Responsibility and Involvement


Attendance Information


Roles and Responsibilities 


Rule 1:   Alcohol/Drug Offenses


 


Rule 2:   Tobacco Offenses





Rule 3:   Trespass/Damage to Property




Rule 4:   Intentional Injury of Others





Rule 5:   Academic Violations




Rule 6:   Bullying






Rule 7:   Threats to Others





Rule 8:   Computer/Technology Violations




Rule 9:    Disruptive/Disorderly Student Behaviors



Rule 10:  Weapons or Other Dangerous Articles



Rule 11:  Sexual Offenses






Rule 12:  Vehicle Use


Rule 13:   Electronic Devices/Cellular Telephone and Cameras



Rule 14:   Bus Safety/Conduct


Rule 15:   Repeat Offender

School Bus Conduct Guidelines



Additional Information


STANDARDS OF CONDUCT

INFORMATION ABOUT DISCIPLINE IN SCHOOL

The rules of conduct for students in the King George County Public Schools have been adopted by the School Board of King George County (May 24, 2010) and represent its official policy.

SCHOOL AUTHORITY

All school personnel are responsible for monitoring student conduct. All rules will be enforced on all King George Public School grounds before, during, and after school hours or at any other time when school buildings and/or grounds are being used; or off school grounds at any school activity, work study, school function or event; or when students are traveling to or from school as well as at the Hunter Amphitheatre (football field).
 Section 22.1-279.1 of the Code of Virginia prohibits corporal punishment as a means of disciplining students. School personnel however may use a “reasonable and necessary force “ to maintain order and control; to remove a student from a disturbance which threatens physical injury to persons or property; to prevent self infliction of harm; to defend oneself or to obtain possession of weapons, controlled substance or drug paraphernalia.

PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY AND INVOLVEMENT

The parent's role in appropriate student behavior is essential. Parents or guardians will be notified of or required to have a conference with appropriate school officials for conduct violations and disciplinary actions.  Parents or guardians are responsible for providing current addresses and email addresses (if available) to the school to allow timely notification of proposed disciplinary actions.

VA §22.1-279.3 contains provisions addressing parental responsibility and involvement that are intended to promote proper student conduct. Through the enactment of this legislation, the Assembly has asserted its position that parents do not relinquish their responsibility for disciplining or managing their children while they are attending public schools.  Rather, parents must work in partnership with school administrators to maintain a safe and orderly school environment.

PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY AND INVOLVEMENT REQUIREMENTS OF VA §22.1-279.3

Parents must sign and return a statement acknowledging receipt of the School Board's Standards of Student Conduct and the Notice of the Requirements of VA §22.1-279.3. This statement is included in the packet of information sent home at the beginning of each school year.

A copy of the Standards of Student Conduct will be issued to all students within one month of the opening of school. All transfer students will be issued a copy of the Standards as a part of the registration process. Principals will stress to all students that compliance with the Standards is mandatory. 

 The “Acknowledgment of Parent Responsibility” form must be signed by the parent or guardian and returned to the school. 

Each year, during the first week of school, all students will be provided a period of instruction on the contents of the Standards of Student Conduct. 

Each school must maintain records of the signed statements.

The school principal may request that the student's parent or parents, if both parents have legal and physical custody of such student, meet with the principal or designee to review the Standards of Student Conduct and the parent's responsibility to participate with the school in disciplining the student and maintaining order, and to discuss improving the student's behavior and educational progress.

The school principal must notify the parent when the student violates a School Board policy that could result in a suspension, whether or not the administration has imposed such disciplinary action.  The notice shall state the date and particulars of the violation, the parents' obligation to assist the school in improving the student's behavior, and that if the student is suspended, the parents may be required to accompany the student to meet with school officials.

Suspended students shall not be readmitted to the regular school program until the student and parent meet with school officials to discuss improving the student's behavior, unless the principal or designee determines that readmission, without the parent conference, is appropriate for the student. If parents fail to comply with these requirements, the School Board may petition the juvenile and domestic relations court to proceed against the parents for willful and unreasonable refusal to participate in efforts to improve the student's behavior.
ATTENDANCE INFORMATION

Student attendance is a cooperative effort; schools shall involve parents and students in accepting responsibility for regular attendance. 

Each parent or guardian of a child within the compulsory school attendance age shall be responsible for the child’s regular and punctual attendance at school as required by law. 

Students shall attend school on a regular and punctual basis unless otherwise excused in accordance with school board regulation.
The definition of truant is:

· A student who is not enrolled in school at anytime during the month with no previous arrangements made in regard to compliance with VA §22.1-254;

· A student who is absent from school for five (5) scheduled school days for the school year and no written notice has been received by the appropriate school personnel.
ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

School board members, school personnel, parents, and students share the responsibility to create and maintain a school environment that is safe and conducive to learning. It is the responsibility of the School Board to adopt policies and regulations. The superintendent has responsibility to issue standards of student conduct including a list of corrective disciplinary actions for violation of the standards. The school principal has responsibility to enforce the student conduct standards using reasonable judgment. Each parent has a duty to assist the school in enforcing the standards of student conduct and compulsory school attendance. Students are expected to attend school regularly and to demonstrate good citizenship, enjoying the rights and fulfilling responsibilities set forth in the student conduct standards.
RULE 1:  ALCOHOL/DRUG OFFENSES

Students are prohibited from bringing, using, possessing, or distributing alcohol and /or other drugs on school property, school buses, or during school activities (on or off school property). This includes but is not limited to alcohol, marijuana, anabolic steroids, and any other substance covered by the Drug Control Act, look-a-like drugs, imitation or substances appearing to represent a controlled substance, drug use paraphernalia, or any drug/prescription that is not prescribed for the student by a physician. Over-the-counter medications are also prohibited (unless otherwise approved by physician) as are substances such as but not limited to inhalants, glue, paint or similar materials.

In addition, students shall not refuse to submit to alcohol or drug testing where a principal has reasonable suspicion that the student may be under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

Students must not purchase, exchange, or attempt to purchase or be under the influence of such substances as listed above on school property or at any school function (legal intoxication not necessary for the application of this rule).

Prescription and non-prescription/over-the-counter medication must be held and dispensed by the school nurse. Non-medicated cough drops may be carried by King George Middle and High School Students, to be used only by the student. Students at the elementary level may NOT carry cough drops but must receive them from the school nurse. 

 Students with written consent from a parent and physician may possess and   self-administer inhaled asthma medication and/or self injected epinephrine during the school day. The consent note must identify the student, provide the physician’s diagnosis of asthma and approval to self-administer medication, specifically noting name and dosage of medication, frequency of administration and a statement that the student is able to self administer medication safely.  Permission to carry inhaled asthma medication and/or self injected epinephrine must be renewed each year.

REQUIRED CONSEQUENCE FOR VIOLATION OF RULE 1  

Note: Any violation of this code will result in notification to parents, School Board, and law enforcement officials, in accordance with VA §22.1-277.01:1. Any student who                     (1) manufactures, sells, or distributes, (2) possesses with the intent to sell, give, or distribute, or (3) brings any controlled substance or marijuana onto school property or to a school sponsored event shall be expelled for a period of 365 days.  A Discipline Hearing will determine, based on the facts of the particular case, if special circumstances exist and that another consequence is appropriate.

RULE 2:  TOBACCO OFFENSES

Tobacco Offenses

The Virginia Code requires that all school buildings be smoke free. All students are prohibited from the use and or possession of tobacco products to include cigarettes, cigars, pipe tobacco, snuff, chewing tobacco and all other kinds and forms of tobacco.  Matches and lighters are not allowed on school property or at any school sponsored events.

RULE 3:  TRESPASS/DAMAGE TO PROPERTY

Trespass

Students will not come on school property or use school facilities without permission, or during a period of suspension or expulsion.

Vandalism

Students will not intentionally nor maliciously deface or destroy any King George County Public School building or property or any property belonging to any person at a school, on a bus, or any school sponsored event.
Arson

Students will not intentionally or maliciously try to set fire or set fire to any King George County Public School building or property or any property belonging to any person at a school, on a bus, or any school sponsored event.
Burglary of School Property

Students will not break into, enter, or remain in a school building or vehicle or try to do so without permission.
RULE 4:  INTENTIONAL INJURIES OF OTHERS

Students are not allowed to intentionally or knowingly cause injury to others on school grounds, or during school related activities (on or off school property) by any of the following acts: 
Put Substances in Another Person’s Food or Drink or on a Person’s Body
Students shall not put any substances in another person’s food or drink, which poisons or contaminates that food or drink, or on a person’s body, which causes injury or harm to the person.
Hazing (VA §18.2-56)

Students shall not recklessly or intentionally endanger the health or safety of a student or students or inflict bodily injury on a student or students in connection with or for the purpose of initiation, admission into or affiliation with or as a condition for continued membership in a club, organization, association, or student body regardless of whether the student or students so endangered or injured participated voluntarily in the activity.  

Hazing is a Class 1 Misdemeanor which may be punished by confinement in jail for up to 12 months and a fine of $2,500, or both, in addition to any disciplinary consequences which may be imposed. In addition, any person receiving bodily injury by hazing has a right to sue, civilly, the person or persons guilty thereof, whether adults or minors. The principal of any school, at which hazing which causes bodily injury occurs, shall report the hazing to the local Commonwealth Attorney     VA §18.2-5.6. Students will not do actions to others which result in persecution, harassment, humiliation, indignity, intimidation, social or other ostracism, shame, disgrace or bodily harm.
Assault and Battery Resulting in Major Injury

Students will not assault (attempt, with force and violence to do some bodily harm to another) or batter (wrongful touching including but not limited to fighting and may include kicking, shoving, posing hitting, or malicious use of an object or weapon.)  Voluntary fighting resulting in physical injury to another person may be considered assault and battery.  
Homicide

Students will not participate in activities resulting in the intentional death of another person.

Extortion

Students will not take anything of value from another person by force or threat of violence and/or by creating fear in the victim.

Kidnapping

No student shall transport and/or keep another person against their will.

Rape

No student shall rape or attempt to rape another person.

RULE 5:  ACADEMIC VIOLATIONS

School Truancy

Students will be in school all day, each day, of the school calendar unless a valid parental excuse or school permission is received.

Tardiness to School/Class

Students will be in a place of instruction at the assigned time unless valid permission is provided.  (See specific consequences for tardies).

Class Cutting

Students will attend each class of their educational program unless a valid parental request or permission is received.

Cheating

Students will not cheat, plagiarize or knowingly make false statements about any assigned school work or tests. Students who are found to be cheating will receive a grade of zero on the assignment, quiz, test or exam. The use of electronic devices to receive information used in cheating will be viewed as an Academic Violation, a violation of Rule 8 (Technology Violations) if the electronic device is owned by the school division, and Rule 13 Electronic Devices Violation.

Forgery/False Information/Dishonesty

Students will not intentionally lie or provide false information to a school employee including providing false student information, data and concealment of information directly relating to school business. This includes forgery of school note, readmit slip, tardy slip, excuse note, report card, hall pass, field trip form, note from parent or guardian or other school related materials. Students shall not give false or misleading information to school authorities during the investigation of other offenses.
RULE 6:  BULLYING

Students will not either individually or as a group harass or intimidate others. Bullying behavior includes but is not limited to physical, verbal or “cyber” intimidation, name calling, taunting, and insults/inflammatory comments and any combination of those activities. Verbal or electronic conduct consisting of comments regarding the race, gender, religion, physical abilities, characteristics or peers of the targeted person will not be tolerated.

RULE 7:  THREATS TO OTHERS

Students shall not place another person in fear of bodily harm through verbal, written, electronic or physical threats. Since the intent of comments cannot clearly be determined, jokes about harm to others or weapons will be managed as a threat.

False Alarms

Students will not make a false 911 call or activate a fire alarm when no emergency exists.

Stalking

Students will not intentionally pursue or contact another person with the intent to make them afraid. VA §22.1-279.3:1 states that Principals must report certain violent acts, stalking, and other conduct to parents of the minor student who is the target of the conduct and to include in the report disclosure that the incident has been reported to law enforcement, and that the parent may contact law enforcement for further information if they so desire.

Bomb Threats

Students shall not bring or threaten to bring by verbal, written or electronic means any device that contains combustible material  (bomb, bomb-like item, smoke bomb or “stink bomb” chemical substance or “terrorist style substance or its look-a-like) so that is has the effect of interrupting the education environment.

RULE 8:  COMPUTER/TECHNOLOGY VIOLATIONS

Students shall be in compliance with the ACCEPTABLE TECHNOLOGY USE POLICY FOR STUDENTS which is received by each student in the packet at the beginning of each year or upon entry to school during the school year. This rule applies to all devices and computer equipment owned or operated by King George County School Division. Reparation for cost of repair/replacement of damaged system may be required.

RULE 9:  DISRUPTIVE/DISORDERLY STUDENT BEHAVIOR

Students will comply with any spoken or written instructions made by school personnel within the scope of their authority by School Board policies and regulations.  This includes the following:

Students must be verbally and physically respectful to students and adults.

Students will not use profane, abusive, derogatory language, gestures or written or electronic communications either to other students or adults.

Students will not be defiant of any school personnel by: 

· Leaving the assigned area; 

· Walking away while the staff member is talking to the students; 

· Refusing and/or failing to serve detention;

·   Refusing to follow teacher assigned directions (including teacher assigned detention), not dressing appropriately for content area (including but not limited to “refusing to dress out” for physical education classes, NJROTC, vocational activities);

· Refusing to work in class which results in a classroom disruption, insubordination (not obeying the lawful direction of any authorized staff member) during the time the student is in school or participating in a school activity; and,

· Insubordination.

Students must not do anything that substantially disrupts the orderly learning environment.  This may include but is not limited to:

chronic talking, horseplay, rude noises, inappropriate but               non-sexual touching, spitting, throwing objects, throwing objects at anyone, being out of assigned area, leading or encouraging others or participating in major school disruptions, selling personal items during the school day.

Fighting

Students will not demonstrate mutual physical contact by pushing, shoving, hitting, biting, kicking or other aggressive action. 

Gambling

Students will not engage in gambling activities whether for money or other items or activities.

Gang Activity

Students will not participate in gang or gang-like activities or secret societies.  A gang is defined as any group of two, three or more people whose activities include:

illegal criminal actions, activities that threaten the safety of people or property, disruption of school activities, creation of an atmosphere of fear or intimidation, wearing or displaying gang colors, symbols or writings or demonstration of rituals associated with an identified group of students.

Dress

A student shall not dress or appear in such a manner that it causes disruption or distracts others from the educational process or creates a health or safety concern. 

Inappropriate Public Display of Affection

Students shall not engage in inappropriate display of affection.

Theft

A student shall not intentionally take or possess the personal property of another person without the consent of the owner. 

RULE 10:  WEAPONS OR OTHER DANGEROUS ARTICLES

Students will not make, possess, or ignite any explosive likely to cause bodily injury and damage to property.

Students will not possess, handle, transport, or use any weapon, dangerous object, objects that could be reasonably considered to be a weapon or substances that could cause harm to another individual             (ex. chemicals).  This would not apply to normal school supplies unless they are used as potential threats or weapons. This includes possession of weapons on any school owned or leased real property or vehicles and a vehicle operated by or on behalf of the School Board.

Students shall not possess, handle, transport or use any unauthorized firearm or destructive device on school property or at a school sponsored activity (includes air rifle, paint ball gun, pellet gun and BB gun). Look-a-like guns or weapons will be included in this rule whether or not they are toys. 
REQUIRED CONSEQUENCE FOR VIOLATION OF RULE 10  

Note: Any student determined to be in possession of or to have any weapon-like article on school property or at a school sponsored activity shall be expelled for a period of 365 days. A Disciplinary Hearing will determine, based on the facts of the particular case, if special circumstances exist and another disciplinary action is appropriate.

RULE 11:  SEXUAL OFFENSES

Students are not to engage in any sexual behavior on school property.  This includes but is not limited to:

· Sexual harassment – any unwelcome advances, requests for sexual attention, and other inappropriate verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature that creates an intimidating, hostile, or offensive environment;

· Inappropriate touching;   

· Indecent exposure – intentional exposure of private body parts (including “mooning”); and,

· Consensual sexual activity.    

Students may not possess, share, or distribute inappropriate personal property including, but not limited to, sexually explicit photographs or videos and any other item of a sexual nature.
RULE 12:  VEHICLE USE

Students will not drive on school property without a license.

Students will not park on school property during school hours without a parking permit. The parking permit is a privilege that may be revoked if a student is not in good standing or has excessive tardies or absences.
Students will not operate any motorized vehicle on school grounds in a reckless or disruptive manner. 
Rule 13: MOBILE COMMUNICATION DEVICES / PERSONAL ELECTRONIC DEVICES / CAMERAS

K-6 grade level

No possession of a mobile communication device (cell phone) is permitted at the K-6 grade level in King George County School Division. If special exemption is requested, a letter must be submitted to the building principal and will be considered on a case by case basis. If the exception is allowed, a signed agreement must be submitted and all rules must be followed regarding use. 

Grade levels 7-12 

Students in grades 7 – 12 may possess a mobile communication device (cell phone) if a signed agreement is on file in the office, to be renewed annually. If the phone / device is brought into the school building, it must be stored in the student’s locker for whom the agreement is written, from the opening bell of the school day to the closing bell of the school day. Upon entering the building, the device must be turned off and out of sight until placed in the locker. The device may not be used during the school day without written permission of the administrator. If the device is seen, heard or the use of it observed during the school day, the item will be immediately confiscated. 

Buses –Students may be in possession of a mobile communication device / cell phone but the cell phones are to remain off while on the school bus, to include special field / activity trips.

Consequences:

K- 6 grades 

First offense, the cell phone / device will be confiscated immediately and the parent notified to come to the school for a conference and to pick up the phone. 

Second + offenses, the cell phone / device will be confiscated and held for parent pick-up. The student will receive additional consequences as well, to be determined by the administrator. The student will no longer be granted an exception to the rule.

Grade 7-12 

First offense, the cell phone / device will be immediately confiscated and returned to the parent after a conference is held and the privilege of cell phone possession will be lost for the remainder of the school year. In-school suspension will be required. 

Second offense, the cell phone will be immediately confiscated, a parent conference must occur, and Out of School Suspension will be served by the student.

Third offense, the cell phone will be confiscated , Out of School Suspension will be required and
Loss of Privileges will be determined by the Administrator and as noted in the Code of conduct. 

Thank you in advance for your support. Please be sure to fill out and sign your student’s Mobile Communication Device (cell phone) Contract at the start of the school year.
Cell phones and other electronic devices with built-in camera or photographic capabilities have the potential to be used for unethical and illegal purposes and such use may be subject to legal action. The following guidelines will govern the use of camera devices on School Board property and school grounds and at all school sponsored activities.

· Camera/video devices may not be used in any unethical or illegal manner. Examples of illegal actions include cheating on tests and taking and distributing unauthorized photographs of other people. Federal copyright laws are violated when these devices are used to reproduce copyrighted materials. 

· Camera/video devices may not be used to photograph another person who has a reasonable expectation of privacy without that person’s knowledge and consent.

· Camera/video devices may not be published, broadcast, or transmitted to any other person by any means, without the knowledge and consent of each person appearing in that image who had a reasonable expectation of privacy at the time the image was recorded, or the person who owns the copyright of the material appearing in the image.

Prohibited Locations:

· Camera/video devices may not be used by a student in any classroom without a teacher’s or administrator’s written permission. Such permission will state the specific purpose for which the camera/video device may be used and the specific date(s) on which the camera device may be used.

· Camera/video devices may not be used in any locker room, restroom, or any place where other people have a reasonable expectation of privacy.

Please refer to Search and Seizure policy. School personnel have the authority to confiscate and/or to maintain the electronic devices until parents or guardians can come for a conference. 

RULE 14:  BEHAVIOR ON SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION

Students will not behave in a disruptive manner or otherwise violate the Student Code of Conduct while on a school bus.  Students violating the rules listed in the Student Code of Conduct while on a school bus may be suspended from riding the bus. The drivers of school and activity buses shall report to the principal the misconduct of students on the bus or at the bus stop, on the way to or from school. Reports of misbehaviors will be made to the Director of Transportation and forwarded to the administrator of the building.

Responsibilities of the transported student:

· Students will not behave in a disruptive manner or otherwise violate the Code of Conduct while waiting for a school bus or after being discharged from a school bus. These rules apply to regular bus routes, activity trips, and after school trips.

· Any personal items (art/science projects, athletic/band/equipment, etc.) must be held in the student’s area on the bus. Items too large to fit in the seat area must be transported by private means. Glass items or live animals etc. are not permitted on the bus.

· Arrive at the bus stop 5 minutes prior to the bus arrival time.  Avoid running to catch the bus, as you may slip and fall under the vehicle.  Stay clear of the roadway to avoid being hit by passing cars and respect the property at the bus stop while waiting for the bus.  Should you have to cross the road, wait for direction from the driver, they may see a hazard that you don’t. 

· Assist in keeping the bus interior clean.  Do not throw trash on the floor.  Do not throw objects out of the windows.

· Food, drinks, candy, gum chewing are prohibited. The consumption of these items can cause choking.

· Keep all body parts inside of the bus at all times.

· Respect the bus and the equipment on it.  Should any vandalism or defacing of equipment or property occur, student and/or parent/guardian will be responsible for compensation of repairs.

· No excessive/boisterous noise, inappropriate language.

· The bus driver has the responsibility to assign seats to all students. Once you have boarded, remain seated in your assigned seat until you have reached your destination. When boarding or getting off, always use the hand rails for your safety. 

· No hitting, pushing or tripping other students.

· The use of cellular telephones may be used in an emergency situation, or with the driver’s permission.  The use of MP3 players, iPods, and other electronic devices may be used with driver permission.  The loss of or damage to such property will not be the responsibility of the school division.

· Articles such as scissors, pens/pencils etc. need to be put away while on the bus. These objects may become dangerous if involved in an accident. 

· You may only ride your assigned bus and get off at your assigned bus stop unless you have an authorized note from the school.  

Rule 15: Repeat Offender 

A student will follow the Standards of Student Conduct for King George County Schools consistently. Repeat offender is a student who, in a school year, has been referred for 4 or more offenses of a similar nature which constitute a pattern of behavior and / or represents excessive offenses in an area of behavior.

When a student is defined as a repeat offender:

· A mandatory parent conference with the Student/Teacher Assistance Team must occur to develop a written plan of intervention/strategies with student and parent; 

· A parent/designee may be required to attend school or other intervention activities with the student as prescribed by the administrator; 

· If the behavior continues to occur, a functional behavioral assessment or its equivalent may be held to determine further needs or consequences;

· Superintendent may determine placement for a student for educational purposes for a period of more than 10 school days but less than 365 school days; and

· If the pattern of behavior continues, the student may be referred to the School Board for further disciplinary action.

Any referrals for which a student is suspended (ISS, OSS) will be carried over into the second semester of the school year to count toward Repeat Offender status.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Referral Procedure

When the student is referred for a disciplinary action, the student will be advised of the reported incident and information about it.  The student will be given an opportunity to respond to the report.  The student will be asked to give a verbal or written report concerning the incident.  A notice of the reported incident and disciplinary consequence will be provided to the parent/guardian. The administrator will make a reasonable effort which may include the use of other county agencies to notify the student’s parent/guardian as soon as possible if action is going to be taken immediately to suspend the student from school. The student may be questioned without the parent/guardian present. The student may not be allowed to return to the place where the incident occurred immediately following the offense. This procedure may be changed in the case of a student whose presence poses a continuing danger to persons or property or whose presence is an ongoing threat of disruption. Such student may be removed from school property if necessary and law enforcement may be called if appropriate. 

Consequences

The following disciplinary actions are available to the school administration for violation of the Code of Conduct.  Each offense shall be considered fully in determining reasonable corrective actions.  

These consequences may be administered in any order and some consequences may be used and others not used. 

· Warning,

· Counseling/referral to resources, as appropriate; conference with Guidance Counselor, School Social Worker or other appropriate specialist,

· Parent contact or conference. (Discussion may not include information about other students, their offenses or their consequences in order to protect confidentiality for all students),

· Student Time Out Period – The temporary denial of a student’s participation in class or school activity during which the student will be assigned to a specific place for a specific period of time,

· Loss of privileges may include but is not limited to parking, bus privileges, sports participation, athletic events, marching band, pep band, organizational offices, dances, exam exemption, SCA, National Honor Society, National Junior Honor Society, and other clubs. Loss of privileges includes weekend activities if the assigned days include a weekend. This may be used as a “stand alone consequence.”

· Community Service hours on or off site,

· Restitution – Reimbursement for loss or damage,

· Removal of student from class – Teachers have the authority to remove disruptive students from class (VA §22.1-272.2),

· Lunch or After-School Detention,

· In-School Suspension – Placement in an in-school disciplinary setting for no less than one day.  This consequence includes loss of privileges for the day. This suspension may not be appealed,

· Bus Suspension – Students may lose the privilege of public transportation; and/or,

· Out of School Suspension  

Short Term OSS: 1-10 days denial of access to class or school activities
Long Term Suspension – 11-364 days of denial of access to class or school activities and referral to Superintendent and/or Disciplinary Hearing will occur. 

(Students are not allowed on school property during suspension period and will lose privileges during days of Out of School Suspension.)

· Evaluation for alcohol or drug abuse, participation in a tobacco, alcohol or violence intervention, prevention or treatment program either within the school program or outside. Parents may be obligated to assume the cost of intervention,

· Expulsion – A disciplinary action resulting from a Discipline Hearing whereby a student is not permitted to attend school within the school district and is ineligible for readmission for 365 calendar days after the date of the expulsion.

The Disciplinary Hearings for both Long Term Suspension and Expulsion will be conducted as an Administrative Hearing and will typically occur at the School Board Office or other location outside of the school building. Please see the “Parent’s Guide to Understanding Student Discipline Policies and Practices in Virginia Schools” available at the King George County School Web site or by request.
If a student is long term suspended or expelled, or excluded prior to return to King George County Public Schools, the student and parent/guardian must submit a written request to re-enter King George Schools to the Superintendent’s Office. A Readmission Review Team or the building administrator may meet with the student and parent/guardian before the student begins classes, to determine whether the appropriate consequences have been applied and to determine appropriate support systems and may continue to meet with that student for a period of time following their return to school to assure continued success.

Consequences for Offenses occurring at the end of the school year may be served at the beginning of the next year.
The following offenses must be referred to the Superintendent as well as to law enforcement agencies:

Arson; physical assault against a staff member or student where injury occurs; sexual assault, consensual sexual activity; bomb/bomb threats or smoke bombs; fire bombs, explosive materials or devices, hoax explosive devices, chemical bombs, or other incendiary devices; threats; vandalism; burglary; fireworks; distribution or sale of illegal drugs or possession or distribution with intent to sell; possession or use of alcohol, tobacco, illegal drugs; controlled substances, imitation controlled substances, anabolic steroids; extortion; possession or use of weapons or firearms; sex offenses; driving without a license on school property; theft; gang related activities; trespassing, computer violations of a criminal nature.

Removal of Students from Classes – VA §22.1-276.2 

Teachers shall have the initial authority to remove a student from class for disruptive behavior that interrupts or obstructs the learning environment, using the following criteria:  

1. The removal of the student is necessary to restore a learning environment free from interruptions or obstructions caused by the student’s behavior.

2. The removal of the student occurs only after teacher or administrative interventions have failed to end the disruptive behavior. However, nothing shall preclude the immediate removal of a student for behavior that might warrant suspension from school.

3. The removal of a student is an appropriate response to student behavior that is a violation of the rules of conduct.

4. Written notice of the student’s behavior and removal from class is given to the parent by the teacher.

Virginia High School League Eligibility

For further information regarding VHSL eligibility and activities, see the VHSL web site or the Athletic Director at King George High School. 
Admission of Students Expelled from Other School Divisions 

Parents must notify the school regarding expulsion from another division. Prior to admission to any public school of the Commonwealth, a School Board shall require that the parent/guardian sign a statement indicating whether the student has been expelled from school attendance at a private school or in a public School Division of the Commonwealth or in another state for an offense in violation of School Board policies relating to weapons, alcohol or drugs, or for the willful infliction of injury to another person.  Any person making a materially false statement or affirmation shall be guilty upon conviction of a Class 3 Misdemeanor. Misrepresentation may lead to the possible dismissal of the student from the King George County Public Schools.                  (VA §22.1-3.2)

Any student who has been expelled or suspended for more than 30 days from attendance at school by a School Board or a private school in this Commonwealth or another state for an offense in violation of School Board policies may be excluded from attendance by a local School Board in Virginia for a period of no more than one school year in the case of an expulsion or withdrawal of admission and in the case of suspension of more than 30 days, for not longer than the duration of the suspension The school shall provide written notice to the student and his or her parent of the reasons for such possible exclusion and of the right to a hearing conducted by the division superintendent. The student may not attend school until a review of the case is conducted buy the division superintendent. Exclusion shall be imposed upon a finding that the student presents a danger to the other students or staff of the School Division. The decision to exclude the student shall be final unless altered by the school board after timely written petition. Upon expiration of the exclusion, the student may petition the division superintendent for admission.
Compliance with Other Laws 
To the extent that any law may supersede the application or implementation of any foregoing provisions of the Student Code of Conduct, the School Board reserves the right to apply that other law and/or to apply the provisions of this code to the extent the law permits.

Appeal Process 
Note:  Any assignment to another placement for disciplinary reasons during the school day may not be appealed (student time out period, lunch detention, after school detention, and in-school suspension).
If the student is suspended by an administrator or designee, the appeal is to the building principal.  In order to appeal the suspension decision a written request by the parent/guardian or the student, if age 18 or older, must be received by the principal within 2 school days of receipt           of notification or the decision becomes final. In the written statement, the parent/guardian must explain why the appeal needs to be considered. The parent/guardian or student over 18 must describe how they think that the Code of Conduct procedure was not accurately followed.

The principal will review the incident and within 2 school days of receipt of the request for review, report the decision in writing to the parent/guardian or student, if age 18 or older. The student may not return to school during the appeal unless an error in procedure has been identified but work may be received and made up during the time out of school.  The appeal then goes to the Superintendent or her designee.  Within 3 school days after receipt of the request for review, the Superintendent or her designee will examine the record of the student's behavior, review the action taken by the principal, and confirm or disapprove such action.

If the offense is arising from a situation related to drugs, alcohol, weapons or the investigation of such issues or other safety related activities, the student must not return to the school site until the appeal is resolved or a decision is rendered by the Superintendent or the School Board.
Discipline of Students with Disabilities

Discipline of students with disabilities under IDEA or 504 Plans follows Virginia Department of Education regulations, Office of Civil Rights, and King George County School Policy.  

Short–term removal: 
School personnel may remove a student with a disability for up to ten school days, (consecutive or cumulative) and for additional removals of up to ten school days for separate acts of misconduct, as long as the removals do not constitute a pattern. Within ten days of the incident of misconduct, a “manifestation determination” meeting will be held to address whether the infraction was related to the identified disability.

Schools are not required to provide services during the first ten school days in a school year that a student is removed.
Search and Seizure – VA §22.1-277.01:2

When reasonable suspicion exists, school officials may search property belonging to students.  Reasonable suspicion requires circumstances that would lead a reasonable person to conclude that the person or persons to be searched are the most likely individuals to be in violation of a law or a school rule.  Lockers are the property of the school division. They are assigned to individual students. Lockers may be inspected at any time to insure proper maintenance. Property belonging to students includes items that can be connected to a student, carried by a student, or stored by a student in areas made available to the student by the school including cell phones and other electronic devices. These areas may include lockers, desks, storage bins, automobiles, parking lots, and other locations.  Prior to initiating a student search, school officials should inform the student of the reason for the search and may request consent to search.  If consent is not granted, the search may be conducted anyway if the standard of reasonable suspicion is met. Students’ rights will be respected at all times.

Students and/or their property may be subject to search by school administrators and/or law enforcement officers using a hand-held metal detection device. This less obtrusive approach will be used when administrators have reasonable suspicion that a student and/or his/her property may be concealing a weapon of some sort.  Students and/or their property will be secured by the administrator and a scan of their person/property will be conducted in the presence of at least one other administrator or teacher.  In the event that there is a positive response from the detection device, students will be asked if they have any weapon on their person or in their property they wish to surrender.  They will then be asked to produce keys, watches, or other articles that could send an inaccurate reading to the detection device.  Students will then be subject to another scan by the detection device.  In the event the device detects metal of some sort, students will be subject to a hand-pat search.  If nothing is detected, the parents will be contacted and the Resource Officer will conduct a full pat down search.

** ** ** ** ** ** ** **

PAGE  
21

